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Community to Restore Iconic Japanese Gate in Seward Park 

 

For 50 years the entrance to Seward Park was distinguished by a 26-foot tall torii, or Japanese gate. Now 

community members are inviting the public to help design a replacement for the former neighborhood 

icon, which was removed in the mid-1980's due to aging and decay.  

 

The original torii was a gift of the Seattle Japanese Chamber of Commerce to the city of Seattle in 1934, 

and stood as a symbol of good will from Seattle’s Japanese-American community. The torii was adopted 

as a symbol for the Seward Park Centennial in 2011, and community members suggested restoring it.  

 

With a planning grant from the Department of Neighborhoods, community groups led by the Friends of 

Seward Park are asking the public to help develop a torii design that will honor its predecessor and 

reflect current community values. Beginning January 26, public meetings conducted by the landscape 

architectural firm Murase Associates working with Takumi Company will gather community input on the 

design and placement of the torii. The Friends then aim to seek additional grants and raise funds to 

rebuild the torii. 

  

To broaden community participation, the Friends are also hosting contests to design a torii-themed T-

shirt and to write haiku, a Japanese form of poetry, related to Seward Park. The winning torii design and 

haiku will be produced on T-shirts that will be sold to help raise funds for the torii restoration. The 

contest is open until January 31. 

 

For further information, please visit www.sewardparktorii.org  

or contact Paul Talbert: sewardparkfriends@gmail.com  

Phone: 206-898-1674 

 

Torii Design Public Meetings: 

WED March 13, 6:30 – 8:30pm, Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Washington, 1414 Weller St 

TUE, April 23, 6:30 – 8:30pm, Lakewood-Seward Park Community Club, 4916 S Angeline St 
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